[image: image1.wmf] 

St. Andrew’s VC Lower School

Newsletter September 2010


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]




[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.emf][image: image13.wmf]




�





Welcome back!


Welcome back. We hope you all had a super Summer Break. Welcome especially to all our new children, especially in Reception, where we have such a confident group! Welcome also to Mrs. Haugh who joins us this term, teaching Year One. Later on, in October, our trainee teachers Miss Iqbal and Miss James will also be joining the team.


Newsletters come out every month and contain lots of useful information – so remember to check book bags and thanks for taking the time to read them.


Mrs. S. Rolfe








A few important reminders and messages for the start of the new school year: 


Punctuality:


School starts at 8.55 a.m. and children should be ready outside their classroom door as the bell goes at that time. 


Absence:


If your child is away from school let us know why by telephone or letter so that the absence is not recorded as unauthorised. Absence for a family holiday can only be authorised in very exceptional circumstances and there are forms for this available from the school office. The advice we receive from the Education Welfare Service is that very little is considered as exceptional so don’t be surprised or upset if your request is not authorised.


Uniform:


The school uniform helps children to be in the right frame of mind for school and creates a great sense of belonging. Our school uniform colour is royal blue and other colours, other shades of blue, and even the old red, are no longer acceptable. Long hair should be tied back for PE and earrings removed if possible. Jewellery other than earrings, colour in hair, wristbands, trainers, boots, leggings, make-up and transfers are not allowed. Shoes are black sensible school shoes. The PE uniform is a white T shirt and blue shorts. Please make sure your child is in the right uniform for our school and that all clothes are named.








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRxrtPTVN7Di9Bh1Bd2J3GEh6iqlvDIQlMqQcEK0F68YIJpfO4&t=1&h=184&w=151&usg=__BovY3BL6Y4bZfTTaE6oPva5hMLQ=" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSSV29SAKDdniuCGB5BOQdw21BZTNsDtHbN8MJNPxKcSz2OpG8&t=1&usg=__WhsJpK514ibXRHshKaLoqfYAVF0=" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ_o_gxUVk0KVRvJrnPzvYNYp2Q4dQNpWQFIZQZ851zmg7roUk&t=1&usg=__638RPCEfnTeX4kicNDQr4BRdjqg=" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcROBoGPf8naAwYbykgWUxmpATmr-oX-F-3DzCdwLQEvsTmas20&t=1&usg=__jp8q2RzUHu0XEicKNx_NY3Y8OcA=" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcROBoGPf8naAwYbykgWUxmpATmr-oX-F-3DzCdwLQEvsTmas20&t=1&usg=__jp8q2RzUHu0XEicKNx_NY3Y8OcA=" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSSV29SAKDdniuCGB5BOQdw21BZTNsDtHbN8MJNPxKcSz2OpG8&t=1&usg=__WhsJpK514ibXRHshKaLoqfYAVF0=" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:mS2WP7TRFxut2M:l" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Governors


We have three new governors on our Governing Body. 


Mr. Cliff Andrews joined us last term and Revd Guy Scott and 


Mrs. Emma Dowrick join us this term.


Our next Governing Body meeting is Sept 22nd.
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Diary Dates - 2011





4th Jan – Staff Training Day


5th Jan – Children back to school


21st – 25th Feb – Half Term Braek


8th April – Last day of term





26th April – Staff Training Day


27th April – First day of term


30th May – 3rd June – Half Term Break


21st July – Last day of term


22nd July – Staff Training Day





6th Sept – Children back to school








St. Andrew’s Church News


We welcome the Revd. Guy Scott and his family to Biggleswade. Guy is the new priest in charge at Biggleswade Church and his induction service was just last week. We look forward to him meeting the children soon.








Diary Dates – 2010





16th Sept – Meet the Teacher Evening


25th Sept – St. Andrew’s Church Country Fayre – our Choir and Country Dancers will be performing.


1st Oct – PTA Fashion Show


7th Oct – Maths Evening for Parents


20th & 21st Oct – Parents Evenings


21st Oct – Peter Pan Show in school


22nd Oct – Harvest Assembly for the children.


25th – 29th Oct – Half Term Break


1st Nov – Staff Training Day


2nd Nov – Children back to school


2nd Nov – Education Welfare Officer in school to check registers.


4th Nov – School Photo Day


8th Nov – Art Week


19th Nov – Children in Need Day


30th Nov – St. Andrew’s Day


17th Dec – Last day of term.
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Reminder: Meet the Teacher Evening tomorrow!


Remember you and your child are invited to the school sometime between 6.15 – 8.00 p.m. on Thursday 16th September. The children really enjoy being able to show you around the school and their classroom, and show you the types of activities they enjoy and the type of work they do. At a set time the class teachers will give a brief talk to the parents assembled in the classroom, giving out important information about the teaching and learning and expectations for the coming year. The times for each talk are as follows:


Primrose, Buttercup and Daffodil Classes - 6.20 p.m.


Swallow, Wren and Owl Classes – 6.40 p.m.


Puffin and Robin Classes - 7.00 p.m.


Ash, Oak and Willow Classes - 7.20 p.m.


Maple and Holly Classes - 7.40 p.m.


The class teachers will still be available in the room to chat before and after the formal talk, and if you have a particular problem that needs a private discussion, they will be happy to make an appointment for you.


Refreshments will be available in the hall, so allow some time for that too. We look forward to seeing you there!








Art in Heaven Day


The school took part in Art in Heaven Day last term. The theme this year was “Respect – A logo for RE.” After discussion the children all had a go at designing a logo for RE that showed that we all respect each other even though we are all different.


The pupils used their ideas well and expressed them artistically. Many pieces of work are still displayed in the entrance hall. 








Values Education


We follow a programme of Values Education at St. Andrew’s, promoting a shared set of values that children and staff strive to live their lives by, at home and at school.


This half term the Value is Happiness. 


This is how we explain it to the children:


Happiness is love and peace inside.


Happiness is knowing I am loved.


Happiness is giving everyone good wishes.


In assemblies we will be talking about how we can help to make the school a happy place, how taking care of each other links in with our school rules and the power of a positive attitude.


Do talk about this with your children at home.














Our 12 School Values:


Honesty, Co-operation, Happiness, Unity, Simplicity, Freedom, Tolerance, Peace, Respect, Love, Humility, Responsibility.


We look at one each half term on a two year rolling programme.








Reception News 


Welcome to Reception! 


For the first few weeks of term we will be helping the children settle in at school and supporting them in learning the rules and routines. 


Our topic will be “All about me” to help us get to know the children better. Within this theme we will be focusing on topics such as our appearance, likes and dislikes, families and homes.


Please make sure that every piece of the lovely new uniform is labelled.


Mrs. Cooper and the team.





Years 1 & 2 News


Welcome back! We hope you all had a relaxing Summer. Our Summer Term ended with a super trip to Woburn Safari Park where the children had an opportunity to observe many animals closely. A great way to end our Animals topic.


Our topic for this half term is The Seaside and we will explore how seaside holidays have changed since Victorian times, identify geographical features and identify and investigate materials found at the seaside.


The topic will have a Marvellous Middle with a Hi de Hi theme, with talent contests, creative activities and Bonniest Baby competition to find the cutest teacher!


Thank you for your continued support.


Mrs. Willis and the team.





Years 3 & 4 News


Welcome to Yrs 3 & 4 – Oak, Ash, Willow, Holly and Maple classes.


The children have settled well after the Summer break and made a super start to the new school year.


Literacy lessons this half term are based around stories with familiar and historic settings. Maths lessons cover the properties of number, methods of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and the ability to solve problems and puzzles.


Our topic for this half term is Brilliant Biggleswade, in particular looking at the Geography and History of the town, but also bringing in Design Technology (making a model of Shortmead Street), Art (the style of Lowry), Science (properties of materials linked to the Great Fire of Biggleswade) and music (composing music linked to the Great Fire).


RE lessons explore children’s thoughts on “Does a beautiful world mean a beautiful God?” and in PSHE the children will soon be electing their school council members. PE will be on gymnastics, games and swimming.


We are always looking for volunteers, to help in class, to help with Art and for swimming or to hear readers. We often need help on trips too. Please speak to your child’s teacher if you can help.


Please remember to keep hearing your child read each evening, to send in a water bottle, and to  send children in with a coat.  Come and see us if you have any concerns or questions. We look forward to supporting you and your child and seeing you at Meet the Teacher Evening.


Mrs. Lanning and the team.
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PTA News


The Chair of PTA for this year is Paul Cooke, the new vice-chair is Wendy Presland, the secretary is Sarah Lawton and the Treasurer is Sue Waghorn.


The next event is the Fashion Show – Friday 1th October. (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Shoponline@kidsonthecatwalk.co.uk" ��Shoponline@kidsonthecatwalk.co.uk�) 


If you feel able to help or would like to join the committee do let us know. 





Dinner Money


Meals cost £1.70 per day. (£8.50 per week, £62.90 for the first half term, £120.70 for the whole term.) Cheques made payable to abm Ltd.


Meals must be paid for in advance and money should be sent in a named envelope, preferably on a Monday.











From your school office:


Book Bags £4


Hats £3


PE Bags £3 or £3.50


Water Bottles £1.50





Childcare Sufficiency Assessment


Central Bedfordshire Council are conducting this assessment to find out if there are sufficient affordable and accessible childcare provision to support parents to work, train or study. There are questionnaires for parents, childcare providers and employers at � HYPERLINK "http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk" ��http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk�. 





Support and Friendship for Families


Home-Start is looking for local people to come forward to become volunteers. Home-Start is a nationwide charity with schemes in hundreds of local communities. They recruit and train volunteers to help families with young children who are experiencing a difficult time and need additional support. The volunteer visits the family once/week for 2-3 hours. Families and volunteers are carefully matched.


If you are a parent or grandparent and you feel you could make this commitment our daytime preparation course starts Sept 28th and our evening course begins Oct 11th. 


Call Home-Start on 01525 374656 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@home-startcentralbeds.org.uk" ��office@home-startcentralbeds.org.uk�. For more info see � HYPERLINK "http://www.home-start.org.uk" ��www.home-start.org.uk�.








Health Protection Agency Message


Over the Summer holidays the Health Protection Agency has become aware of an increase in cases of measles over what would normally be expected. The Agency tells us that it is crucial that children are fully immunised. 


For further information on measles, including signs and symptoms and the MMR vaccination, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.hpa.org.uk" ��www.hpa.org.uk� and select measles from the topics menu. Alternatively go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles" ��www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles�. 
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Before and After School Care


Rainbow Pre-school operate on our site and if you need  before and/or after school care, 8.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m., for children from Reception to Year Four, ask them about their superb Sunrise and Sunset Clubs. Talk to Wendy on 310230.


If you need full or half day care during October half- term – call the same number.








Remember to check parent boards and notices in classroom windows for PTA and other updates.








