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Parent Lunches


From “School Food Trust” and “Change 4 Life”:


School Dinners Make Winners


Eating a school dinner means that your child is guaranteed a tasty and nutritionally balanced meal during the day, which can help improve their concentration so that they perform better and fulfil their potential. School dinners offer excellent value, with a wide choice of foods for your child to pick from and they will help save you time too.


Would you like to try a school lunch and eat with your child?


If so you are invited on the following days:


Primrose Class – 11.45 – Mon. 31st Jan


Buttercup Class – 11.45 – Tues 1st Feb


Daffodil Class – 11.45 – Wed 2nd Feb


Wren Class and Swallow Class – 12.00 – Thurs 3rd Feb


Owl Class and Robin Class – 12.00 – Mon 7th Feb


Puffin and Oak Class – 12.00 – Tues 8th Feb


Ash Class and Willow Class – 12.00 – Wed 9th Feb


Maple Class and Holly Class – 12.00 – Mon 14th Feb


Please use the separate letter with a reply slip to book your meal.





�





�





Autistic Spectrum Disorders: Information for Parents and Carers.


Friday 4th March, 9.45 a.m. – 12.00 noon.


Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands. SG17 5TQ.


This is an information session for parents and carers of children with a new diagnosis of an Autistic Spectrum Disorder. During this informal session Judith Allen, Advisory teacher for ASD, will explain the features of autistic spectrum disorder and explore the reasons for some behaviour presented by children with ASD. She will explain her work with schools and access to other sources of support.


Places are limited. Call 0300 300 8088 by 14th Feb.





PTA Quiz Night


Have you got your forms in yet?


The PTA’s super annual quiz night is on Friday 28th January


Contact the school office for details.





Parent Patrnership Drop-Ins


Come and have a chat, meet other parents of children with additional needs and the Central Bedfordshire Parent Partnership Service. They can talk about a child’s support in school. 


1st Thursday of each month, 10.00 – 11.30 a.m.


3rd Feb., 3rd March, 7th April. 


Sandy Community Children’s Centre, Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds. SG19 1HQ.


0300 300 8088.





Thank you.


At our Christmas Shows and Carol Services you donated £629 to Keech Hospice Care, and from the Yr 4 parents -  £95 to the Church charities. 


The PTA made £350 through Secret Santa and the children really enjoyed being able to sort out the gifts they would give to family members.


Thank you for your support for the school and local charities over the Christmas period.














The National Change4Life Campaign – Eat well    Move more    Live longer


This month, as part of this campaign, the Great Swapathon is launched and it is all about swapping unhealthy habits for healthier ones. Here are the Top 10 of swaps – in no particular order:


Swap sugary drinks for water, milk or unsweetened fruit juice.


Swap fry-ups for grill-ups.


Swap the sweetie jar for a bowl of fruit.


Swap snacking on the run for three meals a day.


Swap big plates for smaller plates.


Swap four wheels for two feet.


Swap sitting around inside for racing around outside.


Swap the lift for the stairs.


Swap vegging on the sofa for a swim at the local pool.


Swap white bread for wholemeal.


For more information go to the change4life website. 





PTA Non-Uniform Day


Friday 18th February


The children are invited to come to school in their weekend clothes for a donation of £1 to PTA funds.


(No chains, no hair dye, no make-up, no transfers, and please make sure the children are in sensible shoes – thank you.)
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Values Education


Our Value for this half term is Simplicity. Here is how we explain it to the children:


Simplicity is appreciating the small things in life.


Simplicity is natural and beautiful.


Simplicity is no unnecessary thinking.


There are many ways to explore this value and our first assembly included a story from Africa about two men who believed that riches and fine clothes were the most important things in life. They came to realise that the simple things in life are far more important, starting with friendship. Other assemblies will focus on some other simple truths to help us through the complications of life.








Reception News


Happy New Year to everyone!


Last half term was a very busy one and we hope you all enjoyed the Christmas play. The children certainly seemed to, as they are still doing nativity role play now! This half term we will be continuing our topic on Traditional Tales, starting with the Elves and the Shoemaker, then moving onto Sleeping Beauty and the Three Little Pigs. We will also be learning about Chinese New Year.


Mrs. Cooper and the team.





Yrs 3 & 4 News


We hope you all had a super holiday and that everyone has a happy and successful 2011.


This term some of subjects will be taught in groups of lessons “chunked” together over a number of weeks. We have started off with a science topic which covers teeth, eating, the human body and life cycle. You may have noticed children coming home with a weekly food diary to complete and we appreciate your support with this. We also link this with a small a mini Design and Technology topic which explores the design, making and evaluation (and eating) of a sandwich snack. Finally we will move on to Geography, looking at weather around the world.


Some subjects remain as weekly lessons including RE – Jewish Family Life, ICT – simulations, PSHE – belonging and community, Music – Peter and the Wolf, French – food in Yr 3, family in Yr 4, and PE – gymnastics and uni-hoc.


As part of our French curriculum, Mrs. Bickerdike has arranged for Mrs. Ansell, head of French at Holmemead Middle School, to come in to teach a short French lesson to each class this half term.


A group of 30 Yr 4 children will have an additional opportunity to take part in Tag Rugby sessions coached by Mr. Goodman from Stratton Upper School, leading up to a family festival in February.


Miss Driscoll has arranged a fantastic opportunity for all Yr 3 children this term as part of the Sing Up initiative in schools. Every Yr 3 child is taking part in a weekly singing session which culminates in a performance. More on this to follow.


Spring Term also brings our class assemblies – details elsewhere in this newsletter. Look out for invitations.


A few reminders: 


* The children need a warm outdoor PE kit in school every day.


* Please hear your child read as often as possible, even though they are in Yr3/Yr4.


* Do let is know if you have an interest or hobby that you would like to share with the children.


And lastly – please feel free to pop in to school if you have any questions.


Mrs. Lanning and the team.
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Yrs 1 and 2 News


Happy New Year! We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas holiday. After the excitement of our Pirates topic we are now all looking forward to our Castle topic. Our topic has begun with our Castle Day with “History off the Page”. The children experienced a range of medieval activities in the morning, including role play, making a simple tapestry and oil for pedestal lamps. During the afternoon they enjoyed a medieval banquet, preparing a grand feast in the school hall. We hope you saw the pictures in The Chronicle. 


Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to help and thanks for helping the children with their costumes.


Coming up: Please save all unwanted packaging, such as cardboard boxes and tubes, for when we start building castles. 


Thank you for your continued support – Mrs. Willis and the team.








Welcome


Welcome to all the new children starting at our school this term and welcome to Mrs. Wainwright who is covering Mrs. Wood’s maternity leave in Daffodil Class, to Mrs Earl who is working with Owl Class and to Mrs. Collett who has joined Mrs. Finch’s team.
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Sports Report


On Thursday 2nd December I accompanied twenty children from Yrs 1 & 2 to Stratton Upper School to participate in their annual Multi-skills event competing against other local schools.


The children were split into two teams and took part in twelve different activities, where they each received a score. These scores were then totalled up at the end of the competition and I am proud to say that St. Andrew’s Lower School were announced as overall CHAMPIONS!


Well done to all of the children who represented our school.


Mrs. Willis





Class Assemblies


This term each class in Years 1 to 4 will take a turn to lead an assembly. Parents are invited to these assemblies – look out for the special invitations. 


Assemblies start at 10.10 a.m. promptly and provisional dates are: 


24th Jan – Willow Class


28th Jan – Owl Class


31st Jan – Holly Class


4th Feb – Wren Class


7th Feb – Maple Class


11th Feb – Puffin Class


14th March – Oak Class


18th March – Robin Class


21st March – Ash Class


1st April – Swallow Class


These dates are subject to change – please check first.








Adult Learning in Bedfordshire


Get more out of life in 2011.


Gain qualifications, develop your career, help to find employment, increase your confidence, develop new interests, keep active and up to date. Join a small friendly classes.


For details of a full range of courses call 0808 100 3140 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.myfuturetoday.org.uk" ��www.myfuturetoday.org.uk� or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:sparkacl.response@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk" ��sparkacl.response@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk� 





Diary Dates:


24th Jan – Willow Class assembly


28th Jan – Owl Class assembly


28th Jan – PTA Quiz Night


31st Jan – Holly Class assembly


31st Jan – Primrose Class parent lunch


1st Feb – Buttercup Class parent lunch


2nd Feb – Daffodil Class parent lunch


3rd Feb – Wren & Swallow Classes parent lunch


4th Feb – Wren Class assembly


7th Feb – Maple Class assembly


7th Feb – Owl & Robin Classes parent lunch


8th Feb – Puffin & Oak Classes parent lunch


9th Feb – Yr 4 KNEX activity


9th Feb – Ash & Willow Classes parent lunch


10th Feb – Tag Rugby Festival for some Yr 4 children


11th Feb – Puffin Class assembly


11th Feb – Fun Friday


14th Feb – Maple & Holly Classes parent lunch


16th and 17th Feb – Parents Evenings (Afternoons and Evenings for Reception class parents)


18th Feb – PTA Non-Uniform Day


21st – 25th Feb – Half Term Break


28th Feb – Children back to school.


28th Feb – FairTrade Fortnight


10th March – Yrs 1 & 2 Trip to Cadbury’s World


14th March – Oak Class assembly


18th March – Robin Class assembly








21st March – Ash Class assembly


25th March – Brazil Day


1st April – Swallow Class assembly


1st April – Fun Friday


8th April – Last day of term


26th April – Staff Training Day


27th April – Children back to school


29th April and 2nd May – Bank Holidays


30th May – 3rd June – Half Term Break


21st July – Last day of term


22nd July – Staff Training Day





�








